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Information for applicants on the role of Lay Assessors in the Supreme Court  

Part IIIA of the Supreme Court Act makes provision for the conduct of criminal trials with Lay 
Assessors sitting in place of a jury in cases involving certain types of financial offences.  A 
copy of Part IIIA is provided in this information pack together with Schedule 4 of the Act, 
which outlines the types of financial offences where an application may be made for the trial 
to be conducted with Lay Assessors. 
 
Sec. 27E provides that a Lay Assessor must be: 
 

• aged not less than 18 and not more than 72; 
• have the necessary qualifications for a Lay Assessor; 
• be approved by the Judicial Service Commission as a person of relevant experience, 

qualifications and background to serve as a Lay Assessor in a trial of a complex 
financial offence;  and  

• be able to devote adequate time to the hearing of such an offence.  
 

The list below illustrates, but is not exhaustive, the type of experience, qualification and 
background that might be suitable for a person wishing to apply to have his/her name placed 
on a panel of potential Lay Assessors. 

 

Experience 

• Management of a substantial company or a substantial company’s assets or of a 
company with substantial assets;  

• Audit and/or investigation of company operations or accounts; 
• Advisory role on financial management, accounting or company practice;  
• Particular experience in a specialised area of expertise. 

 

Qualifications 

• Accountancy and audit qualifications, such as Degrees, Diplomas or 
Certificates from recognised bodies such as accounting bodies; 

• Qualifications of practice from recognised professional bodies; 
• Membership of recognised professional bodies at a senior level, e.g. Fellow;  
• Law qualifications, with particular experience in commercial law. 

 

Background  

• Company Directors; 
• Financial Advisors; 
• Accountants;  
• Management roles within the banking sector; 
• Investigative or audit roles, involving property, finance or other assets. 

Queries relating to the role of Lay Assessor should be addressed to the Registrar by email 
(secretaries@gcs.gov.gi) or telephone 200 78808. 
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